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Role of the Chief Coroner
The Role of the Chief Coroner is to lead the Coroner Service

• Provide support, leadership and guidance for coroners in England and Wales;

• Set national standards for all coroners, including new inquest rules;

• Oversee the implementation of the new provisions of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009;

• Put in place suitable training arrangements for coroners and their staff;

• Approve coroner appointments;

• Keep a register of coroner investigations lasting more than 12 months and take steps to 
reduce unnecessary delays;

• Monitor investigations into the deaths of service personnel;

• Oversee transfers of cases between coroners and direct coroners to conduct investigations;

• Provide an annual report on the coroner system to the Lord Chancellor, to be laid before 
Parliament;

• Monitor the system where recommendations from inquests are reported to the appropriate 
authorities in order to prevent further deaths.

No national service

88 Coroner Areas resourced by Local Authorities/Police



National Statistics 2018

• 541,627 registered deaths in England and Wales

• 220,648 reported to Coroners (41% of all registered deaths)

• 29,094 Inquests

• PM rate 39% 

• Average waiting time to Inquests 26 weeks

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/coroners-statistics-2018
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Consistency (1)
Coroners and Justice Act 2009

The Coroners (Inquests) Rules 2013

The Coroners (Investigations) Regulations 2013

The Coroners Allowances, Fees and Expenses Regulations 2013

The Human Tissue Act 2004

Chief Coroner’s Guidance (x 33)

Chief Coroner’s Law Sheets (x 5)

plus Treasure

https://www.judiciary.uk/related-offices-and-bodies/office-chief-coroner/
▪ Appointments
▪ Reports to Prevent Future Deaths

▪ Caselaw, including Maughan
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Chief Coroner’s Guidance 
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/Guidance-No.-32-Post-Mortem-
Examinations-including-Second-Post-Mortem-
Examinations.pdf

5



Chief Coroner’s Guidance 
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Guidance-No.-33-Suspension-
Adjournment-and-Resumption-of-Investigations-and-
Inquests.pdf
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Section 1 of The Coroners and Justice 
Act 2009
Duty to Investigate

A Coroner must conduct an investigation if there is reason to suspect

▪ The deceased died a violent or unnatural death

▪ The cause of death is unknown 

▪ The deceased died while in custody or state detention which no longer includes DoLS
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Coroners and Justice Act 2009

Investigations
✓conclude by discontinuing if the death is 

natural
✓conclude with an Inquest if the death is 

unnatural / violent / in State Detention

No local reporting criteria
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The Notification of Deaths Regulations 2019
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1112/made
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The Ministry of Justice Guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notification-
of-deaths-regulations-2019-guidance
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Chief Coroner’s Guidance 
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/Guidance-No.-31-Death-Referrals-
and-Medical-Examiners.pdf
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“Good relations/communication channels from Coroner 
to LA, to ME, to Bereavement Services, to Registrations 
Services. Making those connections and driving through 
excellence for bereaved families by acting as one unit. 
The co-location, dialogue, relationship side of the 
Service, being pragmatic, getting things done, cutting 
out unnecessary ‘red tape’ and delivering. Working 
smart, using technology, improving accessibility and 
being transparent.”

Karen Lounton
Services Manager – Registration, Coroner and Archives
Northumberland County Council
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https://www.coronersociety.org.uk/tell-us-once/
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Consistency (2)

Jurisdiction
adversarial v. inquisitorial (not all Court work)

Appointments
open competition

JAC v. Local Authority

IT
eJudiciary

LA systems plus WPC/Civica (electronic reporting and remote working)
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Consistency (3)

Judge’s Pay
– T & C as employee

– Pay – SSRB

Coroner’s Pay
– LA Payroll but not employee

– 24/7

– Pay – JNC (LA and CSEW)

Pensionable (including Assistant Coroners)
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Consistency (4)

Common Factors

•Judges – judicial independence 

•Retirement age – 70

•Training – Judicial College

•Complaints – JCIO

•Judicial Code of Conduct

•Mentoring

•Appraisals

•Leadership
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Consistency (5)
New edition of the Equal Treatment Bench Book
https://www.judiciary.uk/publications/new-edition-of-
the-equal-treatment-bench-book-launched/
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Consistency (6)

Coroner and Officer training x 2 days (including sensitive use of 
language and prioritisation)

CC conference for SC and AC

CC conference for LAs on 20.03.20 (reply by 15.11.19)

Appointments and Interviews
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Coroner Engagement
Faith Groups
GP
Hospitals
Ambulance Service
Funeral Directors
Registrars
Pathologists
Other Coroners
Police
HTA
CCSS
Organ Donation
Emergency planners
Mental Health
Alcohol and drug teams
Safeguarding-Children (and now adults)
FAMILY 19



https://www.sunderlandcoroner.co.uk/feedback/
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Ministry of Justice

Stakeholders Forum

Conference for Lawyers - making Inquests less adversarial

Updated MoJ Guide to Coroner Service
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Chief Coroner’s Report to the Lord Chancellor

Delays

Salaries

Model Coroner Area

Schedule of Resources (premises and staff)

Draft Annual Report template

Mergers

88 Areas and reducing (83?)

economies of scale

consistency

Welfare and wellbeing – day job and major incident
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Court 1

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Court 1

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Court 2

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Exchange
Conference

Room

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Coroner’s
Officers

Main
Office

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Staff
Kitchenette

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Shower
Room

HM Coroner’s Office
Manchester City Area
Royal Exchange 
Building
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Useful Contacts

Office of the Chief Coroner
11th Floor - Thomas More Building
Royal Courts of Justice
London
WC2A 2LL
https://www.judiciary.uk/related-offices-and-bodies/office-chief-coroner/

The Coroners’ Society of England and Wales 
www.coronersociety.org.uk

Coroners' Officers and Staff Association (COASA)
http://www.coasa.org.uk/
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